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Missing Link Lawsuit Aims to Make the Bicycle Crash Zone Reasonably Safe  
 
Washington Bike Law filed suit today on behalf of eight clients who are just a few of the countless people 
injured in a section of the Missing Link of the Burke-Gilman Trail the firm calls the “Crash Zone.” 
 
The lawsuit names the Ballard Terminal Railroad (BTR) and the City of Seattle as defendants. Both have known 
of the danger for bicyclists crossing the railroad tracks in the Crash Zone for years, and both have had the duty 
to correct it but, despite their ability to make it safer, they failed to do so. 
 
Washington Bike Law says it supports the efforts by the City and others to complete the Missing Link, but 
points out that the Crash Zone is not part of the Burke-Gilman Trail and that the City still has a duty to design 
and maintain streets that are reasonably safe for ordinary travel by bicycle, particularly in this important but 
infamously dangerous area for people riding bikes.  
 
The City has an agreement with BTR that requires it to have insurance to compensate people injured as a 
result of the negligence of BTR or the City in the Crash Zone. Unfortunately, because of this agreement, 
Washington Bike Law believes that the City has less motivation to make safety improvements, since it has 
repeatedly taken the position that it is not financially responsible for the harm caused to so many people in 
the Crash Zone.  
 
Additionally, BTR and other Ballard businesses have, for many years, used the legal system to prevent the 
completion of the Burke-Gilman Trail in the Missing Link. Washington Bike Law is no longer willing to wait for 
the Trail to provide a reasonably safe way to travel by bicycle through this important transportation corridor.  
 
Typically, personal injury lawsuits can only provide money to make up for the harm caused by a defendant’s 
negligence. The danger to bicyclists in the Crash Zone, however, is so severe that Washington Bike Law argues 
it is a nuisance such that the Court has the power to do more than just award money; it has the power to 
order these defendants to take specific steps to make the area reasonably safe.  
 
Washington Bike Law hopes that the defendants will respond by taking simple and inexpensive steps like 
providing more effective channelization and using a flange gap filler where bike tires keep getting caught in 
the tracks; and, if they do not, it argues that the Court should order them to take action to prevent additional 
serious injuries or deaths.  
 
The attached Complaint filed in this matter is much longer than a typical Complaint because the complex 
history of the Missing Link and the many missed opportunities to fix the Crash Zone deserve a full telling.  
 

### 
 
For more information contact Washington Bike Law’s founding attorney Bob Anderton at 206-262-9290 or 
bob@washingtonbikelaw.com.  Washington Bike Law represents people injured while walking or rolling statewide and 
helps make our streets safer for everyone. 
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