To:  Mike McGinn, Mayor

       Peter Hahn, SDOT Director

Re:  NE 125th Street Proposed Lane Reconfiguration ("Road Diet")

Dear Mayor McGinn:

You are no doubt aware that many residents of the northeast quadrant of Seattle have expressed significant concerns regarding the proposal to reconfigure NE 125th Street in a manner that would reduce the existing four traffic lanes to only two lanes with a center turn lane and bike lanes from Roosevelt to 30th Avenue and from 33rd to 35th avenues.  Some of these concerns stem from the lack of information regarding the potential impacts of the proposal that is based on objective traffic analysis (vs. overly simplistic SDOT staff responses to concerns e.g. “it has worked on Stone Way and other arterials”).  We strongly recommend that a standard traffic and parking analysis be completed and shared with the public at the next workshop and on the SDOT website before a decision is made to proceed with this project.  The analysis should include at least the following:

1.  Level-of-service (LOS) calculations for all of the affected intersections that document the existing LOS and provide projections of the LOS with the proposed lane changes;

2.  Estimates of the increased seconds of traffic delays at street segments with bus stop locations that, when reconfigured,  will not provide enough space for bus loading without blocking the proposed single lane of traffic, especially during peak traffic periods;

3.  An accurate block-by-block count of the parking spaces that would be eliminated; 

4.  A detailed assessment of roadway conditions that identifies paving repairs that should be made to provide bike lanes that can safely be utilized; and

5.  A description of the mitigating measures that would be employed to avoid the cut-through neighborhood traffic that is almost certain to occur if congestion on NE 125th Street is significantly increased with the lane reconfigurations, including the financial feasibility of implementing these measures.

Thank you for your consideration.

Signed:
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